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]N an effort to stem the rising

trend of aleohol abuse in the

cum. two ministries have

to join forees to help

draw up an aleohol policy for
the country.

- The two ministries — Trade,

Tndustry, Frivale Sector Develop-
ment %El Presidents Special E||1-_

'lﬂ Ves - Maue
the pledge at a wnrkshnp held in
Accra on Thursday by the IMANI-
Centre for Humane Editation, o
ska -Lank dg.:ilc;stad to
rese ceonomic tren
of the workshop
ldpE."I:I.'III.ﬁI' the key issues relat-
mg to alcobol use, including the
negative effects of i its abuse on soci-
ety, and to discuss effective policy
measures that could be taken to
‘address these issues,

Also present at the workshop to
guide the focus of the discussions
was Dr Keith Evans, the Principal
Advisor on Drugs Policy to the
Government of South Australia,
who also advised on the develop-
ment of a national aleohol strategy
for England and Scotland.

He advised that any aleohel pal-

should be in line with

factors and be balanced,

t.&lrmg into account all stakehold-

ers, including the alcohol beverage

industry, aleohol abusers and non-
drinkers,

He stressed that the only way
that any policy would be successful
was through partnership among
key stakeholders, the govemme:nt
and the wider community.

“Aleohol can be a good friend
but also a terrible enemy,” Dr
Evans =aid. “What iz needed is a

policy that not only addresses ear-
rent aleohol issues but also man-
ages the potential for future prob-

ﬁ.mpre.ﬂentahve of the Ministry
of Health, Rev Jonathan Yaw
Martey, who is also the actin
Deputy Director of the Food an

* Drugs Board (FDE), spoke on the

dangers associated with aleohol
abuse, including birth defects,
reduced liver function and impo-
tence, zaying, “The need to move
away from such behaviours that
impinge negatively on our health
cannot be overemphasised.”

He noted that the socio-econom-
ic effects of alenhol abuse were also
significant and pledged the support
of the Ministry of Health to curtail
the abuse of aleohol and drugs

adding that, “the Ministry of

Health will spearhead a multl-zec-
toral strategy to develop a compre-
hensive policy aimed at reducing
the use of alcohol and other sub-
stances of abuse that have a nega-
tive impact on our SoCio-economic
development.”

A speech was also delivered on
behalf of the Deputy Minister of
Trade and Industry, Ms Gifly
Ohene Konadu, who said while
aleohol abuse was extremely harm-
ful to both the individual and soci-

ety, alcohol could also be used as a
tmi of economic empowerment.
“Aleohol is a potential luerative
source of tax revenue for the mov-
ernment. It provides employment
and incomes and even foreign
efxchm?e for the country from its
she said, adding, “The bal-
n.nm among revenue, health and
employment should, therefore, be

mmﬁﬂ;rmumdmﬂdanﬂthebest

practice duly chosen.”
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